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By Jennifer Eisenbart
STAFF WRITER.

Character education is a
pretty big part of what is pro-
moted ' at Karcher Middle
School.

So when eighth-grade class
secretary Sammi Robers got
the opportunity to spearhead
this spring’s service project,
she jumped at the chance.

“I was excited about it,”
Robers explained. “T was look-
ing forward to putting all of this
together. I thought this was a
really cool idea for a project.”

Robers didn’t just lead April
21’s Community Cleanup Day
in Burlington, which hit 38
sites throughout the city and
spent anywhere from 30 min-
utes to an hour cleaning.

She also formatted the pre-
sentation that got the more than
$1,300 in funding from United
Way.

That money went toward
busing students to and from
Karcher to clean up last week’s
sites, which included the St.
Francis Friary, all of the dis-
trict schools, city parks and
Burlington Cemetery.

More than 500 students
participated in the cleanup
day — the entire student body
of Karcher in one form or an-
other. Those who did not travel
to sites were involved in other
in-school activities.

The concept for the day be-
gan earlier this year when the
teachers at Karcher began or-
ganizing a community service
project. Those teachers then
approached the student council
for ideas.

By far, the most popular

idea was a community cleanup
day.

“This was the: main project .

on everyone’s minds,” said
Robers. . “This is what they
wanted to do.”

From there, Karcher teacher .

Lori Hintz: ‘asked Robers to
take charge of the project.

Robers’ enthusiasm for the
project was not unique, Hintz
said.

“Every kid, they're like,
‘We're doing this,”” Hintz re-
called. -
From there, Robers needed
to make a presentation in front
of the “Youth As Resources”
group from United Way. Mary
Beth Kallio, a member of that
group, remembered being im-
pressed — enough so that the
group exceeded its normal
$1,000 limit.

“Typically, we do give un-
der $1,000, but we were im-
pressed with this,” Kallio said.
“We thought it was important
enough to grant the money.

“To see the impact on the
community ... that’s amaz-
ing.”

Kallio got to see that impact
first-hand last week, stopping
at several of the cleanup sites.

Perhaps one of the largest
single efforts came from sev-
enth-graders who were at the
Friary, picking up garbage and
downed branches.

The Friary is scheduled to
reopen this summer to a group
of novitiates, and the grounds
have not been extensively open
or used since 2005.

Several students ganged
up and brought up branches
the size of small trees, and the

- Youthful

groups scoured the land for
garbage.

At McCanna Parkway on
the other end of Highway W,
students scattered woodchips
on the playground, raked the
playground and picked up gar-
bage.

The group also got one of
the only nice days of the week
for its event, with temperatures
hovering in the low 50s with on
and off sunshine.

Hintz said there would have
been excitement regardless, but
the good weather was a plus.

“It 'would’ve been pretty
miserabie, probably, because of
the weather,” Hintz said about
the possibility of rain. “But I
think the" kids still would’ve
been excite:d.”

Above,
students from
Karcher Middle
School carry a

* large branch on

the grounds of
the St. Francis
Friary last

week during

the school’'s
Community
Cleanup Day.

At left, Sadie
Tenhagen rakes
out wood chips
at the playground
at McCanna Park.

JENNIFER-EISENBART
Standard Press
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the playground at McCanna Park on

Karcher Middle School student
Thursday.

Tony Davis uses the back of his

sweatshirt to dry cleaning fluid
from the slide as he slides down on
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