





Students learn

about water issues

‘at summit

RACINE — Walden IIT
- Middle/High School
was one of 18 schools
selected to participate in

The Alliance for the Great -

Lakes, Lake Michigan
Student Summit on

May 1 in Milwaukee.
Patricia Castillo, Cody
Haws, Adam Rutkowski,
and Samantha Smiley
represented Walden IIT .
Middle/High School.

* The main purpose of the .
Summit was for students
to write a Joint Statement
of Stewardship that will be
shared with the governors
of the eight Great Lake
States and two Canadian
provinces as well as other
important water decision
makers. :

Prior to the Summit,
students learned about
issues relevant to
- water and the use and

distribution of waterin
the Great Lakes. They
viewed the video, “Flow”
‘which describes the
worldwide shortage of
fresh drinking water.

The Summit opened and
closed with traditional
native ceremonies
related to the value of

water. Students worked
in small focus groups:
social, economical,
ecological and political.
That information was
later used to develop

the Joint Statement.

of Stewardship which
includes Lake Michigan
Pproblems associated with
each focus group and why

'people should care about
. them. The statement also

recommends solutions to
the problems.

* Field trips included

either a Milwaukee
River harbor tour or
Pparticipation in a lab
about “What’s inthe -
Water” at Discovery
World, ‘
As a Summit follow
up, each school is
working on their own
School Statement of

‘Commitment. Walden

IIT Middle/High School’s
emphasis will probably
relate to “The Battle of
the Bottles” or how to
educate and encourage
Walden I11 Middle/High
School students’ use of
reusable water bottles
versus buying bottled
water, :

Walden Il Middle/High School’s participants in The
Alliance for the Great Lakes, Lake Michigan Student Summit
were Cody Haws, Adam Rutkowski, Patricia Castillo and.
Samantha Smiley. R )
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